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General Information: 

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is the largest Arab state in the Gulf Cooperation Council and makes up 80% 

of the Arabian Peninsula.  In pursuit of providing the most advanced healthcare available to its people, 

the Medical Services Division (MSD) of the Ministry of Defense & Aviation, adopted the Physician 

Assistant profession as an adjunct model which was initiated in 2010 through collaboration with George 

Washington University Medical Faculty Associates (GWU-MFA), Dept. of Emergency Medicine 

The program was guided by high standards set forth by the U.S. based Accreditation Review Commission 

on PA Education (ARC-PA) and focused on the core competencies of Physician Assistant medical practice 

established by the U.S. National Commission for the Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA). 

 

Entry Criteria:  

The entry criteria for the program are the following: Four-year degree, patient care experience, and 
have been selected to come into the military training which the boot camp is at the same time as the PA 
students’ first 6 months of training.  Patient care experience is recommended but not required.  

 
Education:  
 
Saudi Arabia currently has one school, the Prince Sultan Military College of Health Sciences PA Program.  
The education consists of 12 months of didactics and 12 months of clinical practice that are only in the 
hospital and clinics which totals 24 months. There is a didactic year which consists of 3 semesters and a 
transitional semester which strengthens a student’s academic and clinical knowledge and skills.  The 



goal of this semester is to prepare students for the didactic phase of the curriculum and includes:  
Integrated Medical Sciences, English for the Healthcare Professional, The Physician Assistant Profession, 
Skills Building, Medical Terminology and Clinical Practice.  The clinical year consists of 1800 clinical hours 
in: Family Medicine, Internal Medicine, Surgery, Psychiatry, Emergency Medicine and Field and Combat 
Medicine Primary Care (elective).  

During the first year of the program in 2010, there were 28 students, the second year (2011) there were 
22 students that started the program, but only 18 completed the program. There were 15 graduates in 
2013. There were five students in 2012 and all five graduated in 2014. There were two students in 2014 
and both graduated in 2015.  No cohort intake since 2016 due to the College awaiting approval from the 
Medical Services Division (MSD) of the Ministry of Defense & Aviation. 
 

Financing Education: 

Education is financed through the Military.   

Accrediting/Regulatory Bodies:  

Saudi Commission for Health Specialties (SCFHS), Professionals Council, and Ministry of Health (MOH) 
regulate the profession and Ministry of Higher Education (NCAAA – National Commission for Academic 
Accreditation and Assessment) accredit the program.  
 
Despite the PA Program’s relevance and usefulness in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) military, the 
profession has not been recognized in the mainstream of higher education.  The profession has several 
affiliations with various hospitals and universities. 
 
Professional Licensure:  
 
Upon successful completion of the program, graduates qualify to sit for a Comprehensive Certifying 
Examination for 2 days including an Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE), an oral 
examination, a written examination (350 multiple choice questions and short answers; written in the US) 
and procedural exam.  
 
There is no licensing system for the profession currently nor is there a database of searchable providers.  
 
Scope of Practice: 

The scope of practice is based on the American model.  PAs are allowed to take a history and physical, 
formulate a differential diagnosis, perform procedures such as arterial lines.  PAs in KSA are not allowed 
to prescribe medications.  

Maintaining Role: 

Physician Assistants are required to have 100 Continuing Medical Education/Continuing Professional 
Development (CPD) hours every two years though there is no system for monitoring this at this time.   

 
Job Opportunities:  



Out of the 22 PAs, only 5 are clinically practicing in the military hospital and clinics as healthcare 
providers, others are teaching in health-related programs and doing administrative work in the military. 
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